functions of a planning authority from those of a
regulative or supervisory authority, the task of
which is, in fact, of an almost opposite nature.
Supervision presupposes human activities which
are initiated from a great multitude of centres, and
it aims at regulating these manifold impulses
in conformity with their inherent purpose. It
achieves this by making generally available social
machinery and other regulated opportunities for
independent action, and by letting all the indivi-
dual agents interact through a medium of freely
circulating ideas and information.

It is evident that such functions of public
authority can be exercised only in a Liberal society
to which the cultivation of widely dispersed
sources of initiative is essential and in which
mental communications are open throughout the
community. Public supervisory powers are in fact
the vital safeguards of independent forces of initia-
tive in society, the integrity of which they are to
protect against private corruption as well as against
oppression by collectivist tendencies of the State.
This is why collectivist thinkers ignore or deny the
principles of supervisory authority.1 They can see
in supervision only a veiled method of domination
which the collectivist State would achieve more
honestly and efficiently by the method of straight-
forward planning. The true scope of supervision

1 The cultivation of liberty under the law has been greatly
clarified by Walter Lrppmann in his Good Society. The
collectivist denial of such a possibility was forcibly expressed
by Lenin in State and Eevolut^on (1917), approving of Engels,
who " mercilessly ridiculed the absurdity of combining the
words Freedom and State," and continuing : " While the
State exists there is no freedom. When freedom exists
there will be no State."
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